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Bus gives teens a much-needed lift

Make haste
to cutting
back waste

GIFT FROM SUPPORT AGENCY

Rochelle Brown

MENZIES has handed over
more than a set of keys to
police.
A fully funded “Menzies
Mini Bus” has been delivered to police youth resource
officers to provide transport
for at-risk youths.
The Menzies child support
agency has invested $60,000
to fund the bus for three
years after identifying lack
of transport as a reason behind a drop in youth attendance at activities.
“Part of the problem is
that they might go to football
training once and then just
can’t get there the next
time,” Menzies board member Kevin Johnson said.
Menzies Mini Bus is ex-

pected to transport more
than 140 disengaged young
people a week.
Sen-Constable
Ingrid
Ebert said the bus would significantly increase youth
engagement numbers.
“We know that youth who
are connected to their community are a lot more protected from all the risk
factors,” she said.
“There are so many opportunities for them to get engaged and connected – we
just want to make sure they
can make those connections.”
Sen-Constable Ebert commended Menzies for its willingness to fund the project

and commitment to the partnership.
Menzies president Georgia Symmons is enthusiastic
about the initiative.
“We are excited by what
the future holds for Menzies
assisting organisations like
police to make a real difference in the lives of at-risk
young people in the Frankston and Mornington Peninsula region.”
Menzies is a not-for-profit
organisation run by a voluntary committee that provides support to equip
young people who can no
longer live with their families with life skills to lead independent, fulfilled lives.

Kevin Johnson from Menzies presents Leading Sen-Constable
Ingrid Ebert with the keys to the mini-bus. Picture: STEVE TANNER

DROMANA

Migrant women work together to create a productive space
AN IMPRESSIVE CV including three degrees and a
successful career as a communications expert and
business
administrator
meant little when Luz Restrepo arrived in Australia
from Colombia.
The political refugee
spoke only Spanish and find-

ing work in the fields she
was trained in was almost
impossible.
The Dromana mum of two
said she “felt invisible” and
was “full of fear”.
“I met other women in the
same situation while learning English and decided that
I needed to do something to

help all of us,” Ms Restrepo
said.
In 2011 she set up Handmade by Multicultural
Women, now known as SisterWorks. The enterprise
helps migrants set up their
own business, often involving original crafts which are
sold at Mornington, St Kilda

Esplanade and Abbotsford
markets.
“It’s important to push the
women and given them educational and networking opportunities, not just English
classes,” Ms Restrepo said.
SisterWorks was recently
awarded a $50,000 Community Grant for the National

Australia Bank Business
Lab program, to access business education.
Janett Egber, NAB Manager Strategic Partnerships
for Small Business, said the
group would be able to access a co-working space.
For details visit: sister
works.org.au

ENVIROWEEK is an event
that is encouraging students
to take action on waste and
recycling, gardening, energy and health – and to see
the immediate impact of
positive everyday choices.
Billed as “a year of action.
a week of celebration” the
event is run by Cool Australia, which provides free curriculum materials so that
the students can develop
their own sustainability actions and tell the world
about them in online profiles.
For example, students
learn that in a year their
packaged
lunch
waste
would fill a 240-litre wheelie
bin. Multiplied by the number of students at a school,
that’s a lot of waste that
could be avoided.
Nearly 600 Victorian
schools have registered to
create online profiles.
Now the wider community can see the results and
get involved through the online People’s Choice awards.
Check out the impact the
students’ actions are having
on our environment at
coolaustralia.org and vote
for your favourite project.
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VOTING CLOSES 5PM ON 14 AUGUST 2015

Win a
tradie

Leader is giving
you a chance to win
$5,000 to spend on a
tradie of your choice.
Plus we’re giving away
16 x $250 petrol vouchers during
Leader Tradies Month in August.
Simply count the number of PremiumOz
golden spanners you spot throughout the
classifeds section of this Leader Newspaper.
Then head to facebook.com/MorningtonLeader
and comment your answer on the Golden Spanner post.
Promotion starts at 9am 3/8/15 and ends at 3pm 31/8/15. Entrants who provide the correct answer will be placed into a random prize draw.
There will be fve separate prize draws during the course of the promotion, weekly draws which will be held at 3pm on 10/8/15, 17/8/15, 24/8/15
and 31/8/15, where four winners will be drawn in each draw, and one major draw at 3.30pm 31/8/15 where one major prize winner will be drawn.
Entrants can enter once each week. Unsuccessful entries will only be carried over to the major draw. Entrants will need to enter each week by
10.30am on each weekly draw day to be eligible for weekly draws and can only enter each weekly draw once. All weekly entries will automatically
enter the major draw. Winners will be announced on the Facebook post by Leader Community Newspapers and given further instructions on how
to claim their prize. Each weekly draw winner will receive one Shell Coles Express petrol voucher valued at $250 (gift card terms and conditions
apply). The major prize winner will receive $5,000 to spend on trade services, which they may acquire from a list of service providers which
Leader will provide to the winner to choose from. Total value of all prizes is $9,000. For full terms and conditions,
visit heraldsun.com.au/leader/competitions or call 9875 8333.
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